
 motorcycletrader.co.nz   7978  motorcycletrader.co.nz

ADVENTURE
NSW, AUSTRALIA

wolTER kUipER

An adventure riding nut has made it easy  
for Kiwis to visit his neck of the woods 
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ADVENTURE
NSW, AUSTRALIA

while some New 
Zealanders have 
developed an intimate 
knowledge of places to go 

dualsport riding across the ditch, most 
of us find the sheer size of the place 
intimidating. Not so Martyn Blake, who 
has developed an intimate knowledge 
of the amazing tracks in his home state 
of New South Wales and is now selling 
that information as track logs and route 
sheets on CD-ROM.

All you have to do is download some 
or all of those track logs onto your 
GPS, organise a hire bike, buy some 
hardcopy maps as back-up and grab a 
flight across the Tasman.

Then you just need to follow Martyn’s 

thin blue line on your sat nav.    
The former green grocer and fishing 

guide was inspired by a magazine 
article 20 years ago that promoted 
the idea of a network of linked tracks 
around Australia for road-legal 
dirtbikes. “A national trail was a 
brilliant idea that hit home with a lot of 
people and especially influenced me,” 
Blake says.

Martyn kept plugging away at the idea 
as adventure riding started to boom and 
then some brilliant technology became 
available from Google.

Eventually he was able to load his 
adventure rides onto Google Maps 
and store them on disk. Inverell, NSW, 
motorcycle dealer Vince Strang saw 
a copy and thought Blake should do 
something with it.

Great Rides 1: The Great Divide  
covers northern NSW from Moonan 
Flat, in the Hunter Valley, to 
Woodenbong, near Urbenville, with 
tracks through the Dividing Range that 
can be tackled in one hit over a week 
or in a number of loops over several 
weekends. It happens to go right past 
Martyn’s place in Bonville, 20km from 
Coffs Harbour, so don’t forget to wave.

Doing the whole ride involves starting 
from the Victoria Hotel in Moonan Flat 
in the south, then riding west, with a 
picturesque climb up to the Barrington 
Tops area before plunging into small 
valleys following streams with the 
gravel road twisting, dipping and 
diving off into the distance.

The second in Dualsport Australia’s 
CD-ROM series, Great Rides 2: Central 
NSW, runs south from Moonan Flat 
over 2377km and the latest, North West 
NSW: The Granite Belt spreads over 
more than 1000km of brilliant back 
roads, from the New England region in 
NSW to Killarney, Qld.

Cleverly, Blake’s routes on the first 
disk are easier in the east and harder 
in the west, so you can mix and match 
where the courses intersect, depending 
on the weather, your skill and level 
of exhaustion. The whole thing has 
been done professionally, with tracks 
that were often closed discarded from 
the route. Where necessary, alternate 
routes have been provided for wet 
weather and bigger adventure bikes.

“It’s been ridden in floods, in dry 
conditions and often in perfect 
conditions. I have had to cut my way 

out after storms and cut my way in 
during storms,” Martyn says.

Getting the Google Maps program 
to consistently load detailed routes 
proved to be time consuming and 
required Google putting some tracks 
on its maps when they were missing.

sMART phoNEs
“This allowed features such as Street 
View and 3D Flyover to work as well 
as map and satellite views.”

For GPS-enabled smart phones (both 
android and Apple), the GPX track log 
data had to be introduced into Google 
My Maps and made available for 
scanning through QR code links.

“Being blessed with an IT-trained 

son was a huge bonus that literally 
makes the disk work,” Blake says.

The route sheets provided with each 
disk cover riding the tracks in both 
directions. They can be printed, cut to 
60cm wide from A4 sheets and loaded 
into a home-made or commercial route 
sheet winder.

They also can be stuffed in your 
pocket as a back-up.

Martyn says they are not a substitute 
for a good map, especially if tracks are 
blocked. “The process took 18 months 
but being garroted by a fallen power 
line while riding my bike at 70km/h 
did slow the process slightly,” he says.

For more details go to www.
DualsportAustralia.com.au 

ADVENTURE Tips
Trouble  You have been riding for 
hours in new country following nice 
ridgelines and getting low on fuel or 
caffeine and you drop down on to a 
back road in a valley but are unsure of 
your location.

Trick  The driveways always point 
towards town. At the next farm or 
house look at which direction the 
driveway heads and steer that way, you 
will be sipping coffee or fuelling up in 
no time.

Trouble  we all know causeways 
and wooden bridges can be slipperier 
than a politician and should be gently 
rolled across, but they still claim lots 
of riders.

Trick  it sounds basic but cross 
causeways where the car tracks are 
instead of the extra-slippery middle 
section, it makes a huge difference.

Trouble  You have hit a slippery 
road, either loose gravel or slippery 
clay and your dualsport tyres are 
struggling for grip.

Trick  before dropping pressures 
and risking a flat, look closely at the 
road. Vehicles leave small indents, or 
scallops in the road that make fantastic 
little berms. Just ‘rail’ these for more 
traction. some very hard clay might 
not scallop up, so use the mulch, 
leaves or grass verges to give you lots 
more traction.

Martyn blake

“A national trail 
was a brilliant 

idea that hit home 
with a lot of people 

and especially 
influenced me” 

The DR-Z400E is a 
popular choice for the 
Great Dividing Range.

Mario takes a break 
overlooking Pindari Dam.

Inverell Suzuki dealer Vince 
Strang loves to test the product.


